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Women and water

By Ernesto M. Ordofiez

MARCH IS WOMEN'S MONTH. TODAY,
WE TUITL ouUr attention - the important
role women play in the issue of water

Last week, we wrote about how the
water cnisis has reached global propor-
tions. Also last week, the global warm-
ing film by former US Vice Prasident
Alan Gore, “The Inconvenient Truth "
won an  Academy
Award for best docu-
mentary. In that film,
the imporant role of
water in the world's
00w precarious-future was highlighted.
If wars are fought because of ofl, wars
may well be fought over scarce water in
the furure,

AWorld Heath Organization (WHO)
study showed that for every dollar
spent on water, more than $7 (inchd-
ing work time and health care savings)
would be rerurned. But if agriculmure,
which uses 70 percent of water supply,
does not play an important role in help-
ing address the water crisis, these re-
turms would be minimized,

We wish to show that if women do
not play an active role, there will he
waler projects where-all of the ex-
pected returns will disappearand the
investment totally wasted,

Global picture

The phenomenon cf water projecis
failing because of women’s nom-in-
“volvement is documented worldwide,

In a smdy commissioned by the:

Japanese International Cooperadon
Agency (Jica) on “Gender Issues'in
Water and Sanitation Projects in
Mali,” it stated: “Management of the
wells was handed over to male com-
anunity leaders withont constilting
women in the planning of the new re-
source or i contimied manage-
ment... The systems and equipment
set up were impractical for women. ..
As a result. at peak tmes, women dis-
mantled the equipment and wenthack
to their old ways of collecting water,
Moreover the men who were involved
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a5 care takers, failed to adequately ful-
fill their roles since water and sanita-
tion were sean as a woman's domain.”

The Asian Development Bank [ADE)
has documented several similar cases in
various countries. Its conclusion in its
excellent guide to water management
(hup://wwwadborg) was “Women
and men differ in their roles, nesds and
perceprions regarding warer supply and
sanitation. Failure w consider these dif-
ferences i cause
poor performance or
even. suspension of
their projects.”
A holistic approach

There have been projects that have
taken too much of an opposite view by
involving only women in certain water
management aspects. A United Nadons
Development Program team moni-
tored a project in Mindanao which at-
tempted to have women-farmers moni-
tor soil loss from the use of water Iis
finding: “The attempts did not succeed.
An analysis conducted in the project re-
veals that women were more interest=d
in health issues than soil loss; and
therefore were relucrant to paricipate
in the monitoring process.”
_ The answer then is to include bath

‘women and men in every stage of the

planning, implementation and moni-
toring process. World Bank Discussion
Series No. 37 documents the success
of this approach in a Philippine com-
munal ifrigation project. This includ-
ed recruitment of female community
OIZANIZers, ensuring WoInen as well as
men participation in Witer uset assoc-,
ations, and supporting women in tak-
ing up leadership roles. The resilts
were as follow: “The project exceeded
its targets for increased paddy fields.
Women'’s involvement made payment

of fees more consistent; since it was

the women who, in this context, con-
_uu[i_mj the family finances.” ¥
Philippine situation 3
In the National Rural Women's.
Congress (an Alyansa [

member) annual meeting I‘ﬂﬂﬂndﬁ‘-_‘i—'

200 rural women leaders from across
the country agreed that there was an
urgent need for womens fnvolve-
ment in water projects.

Agnes Balota, currently with the
DILG-GTZ Water Program, summa-
rized the Congress' conclusion:-
“Women, as the primary collectors of
warer, are cwmrently not recognized
stakeholders in water supply projects.
Government water supply and sanita-
tion programs either target existing
organizations in the community
where female participation is typical-
ly marginalized, or orsanized water
users’ associations that seldom recog-
nize the-key role women play in
household water management. In-
creased Women's participation in
such projects, with appropriate capa-
bility building activities, is one way to
ensure the sustainability of the opera-
tion of the water system. This is be.
cause women are the usual users of
such facilities.”

Thanlfully, the project Balota now
coordinates, “The Water Supply Sec-
tor Road Map™led by the Neda and
the National Water Resources Board,
is helping address this issue. You may
call Balota at 02-9271875.

Conclusion
With all the documented information

* available to us, itis imperative tharwom-

enl'’s participation in all aspects address-
ing the water crisis should be implement-
ed and instittdonalized. Prior o the nexc
Mational Munsectorsl Water Omfermgg

it is recommended that the tWe sectors of

agriculture and women, which have not.
been given sufficient impartance, ton-
duct separate focused meetings in prepa-

# ration for this conference. Tt is hoped that

during this Women's Month of Margh,

ter will be instimtionalized and wsed in

all future water management projects.
(The author 1s Agriwatch chair; for-

‘mer undersecretary of frade and of

agriculture. For inquiries and sugges--
e-mail 'agﬁwﬂ_fchphﬂ@n_-'
hoo.com or telefux 02-8522112) " !
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