Water summn cans BRUOY'S trip 10 Bﬂhm

By JUME 5, BLANCO

THE water stakeholders’ summit tomar-
L | Ihn MetroCentre Hotel in Tagbiaran
City l:aps the" twosday visit to Bohaot of
Auvstralian  ArmBagsador 1o the Philippines
Anthory John Hely.

The-gnvay is keynote 5peaker bodiay
at-the 1537 Bohol Day celebration &l the
Bohol Cultwral Center where he, fogether
with four others, will be confemred the Datu
Shkatuna award, the highest honor that the
province gives 1o individuals who contrib-
uted much to the development of the prow-
ince and the welfarz of itz people, Exactly
153 yaars ago today, Bohol became a
separate province distint from Cebu,

Gov. Erico-Aumentado said Australia
through the Australisn Agercy for Intema-
tional Develogment (AusAI0) is Bobal's thid
biggest Official Development Assistance
(COA) funder b date, with the widest cov-
erage in terms of anea.

AL the summil, Aumentado wil deliver
his State of Bohol Water Address
[SOBOWA) and =ign an'execulive order
creating the Bohol Integrated Water Re-
sources Management Board (BIWRME),
with Hely, Counzellor Sam Zappea of the
Developraant Cooperation of AusalD, Pro-
gram Director Juliana Hinterbarger of the
Geman Agency for Technical Cooperation
[GTZ} end Program Director David

Goodwing of e Local Govemnance Devel
oprmant PFrogranm gLGEl.F‘; —zn Asiralian
govemment and Ausall iniafive as wit-
Nesses.

The E:EJEIOW."-. among ‘ihare, covers
water: scarcity, which also'meanslack of

~potable-waler despita the: prasancy of seven

miger fvers or waler systems in the prov-
inca. Il describes the word water situation,
compares this o the Baha waler siluston,
enumeratss challengis and aullnis: fdure
directons and-above 3|, cals the Bohobanos
be-act locally = an act now.

GTZ and LGDP sre to-sponsoning the
provingial géwemment-led evant, with the
support of the Bohol Aliance: of Mon-Gov-
emment Organizations (BAMGON), LGDP
has also. baen: providing. capability en-
hencement trainings for heads of provingi
gevemment officas, chiefs of rational gov-
emmeanl agenties stationed in Bohol and
the mayors and vice miyers on e implk-
mentation of the Jont Memarandum Crou-
lar [JME] pushing the harmorization of plan-
ning- and-budgeting by-local government
units b 2nsuna agains! wastage of mesger
govemment resources.

I'is alse fecilitating the conduct of a
provincial-integrated waler eystem master
plantand s vl chain study for theee agri
culturaleammadities that-Bohel can also
patisrm afterits own study on mane producs.

* Sagnatories o the JMC-are the Depart-

mant-of the Intedor and Local Govermment,
the Depariment of Budget and Managsrmenl,
Depaniment of Finance and the Mational
Ecanomic and. Developrment Autharity,

Goodwins and: Hinterbenger will also
deliver messagesduring the surmmit: To-
wards an (nfegrated Waler Supply Sys-
fam fiwr Batol and Biiding Bohals Capa-
by for Warsr Resowdes Managemeant
respecdively.

Hely's keynote address in response o
Aumarado's SOBOWA and the Goodwins
and Hinterberger messages will focus on
Wiater for Bofols Exonomy, Commiunties
amd Enwronment.

After knih with Aurmentado, Hely will
vigit eftes of projects in Bohol furded by e
Australian Govarnment through AusAlD ke
the community-based waterworks sys-
terrs and Iraining of members of @ youth
band bothin Loboc town, and the water
system in Barangay Even and eco-tour in
Barangay Lobgeb bath in, Sevila town

The visits wil be highlightad with bl
interactions with stakehokders including
parenis and mothars' greups, peopl's or-
fanizatons, project st and local qovem-

rment offcials, Isening Io a performance of

the youth band and & sarmgle crossing of
the Sipalan Hanging Foot Bridge. i
Azida from ' Haby, other Dty Sikatura

awardees in today's calebration are Dr. .

Ludgerio Tomes of the Philippine Hear Cen-

ter and the Heart Canter Foundafion of the
Philippines for bringing the biggest apen-

<haan surgerkss oufside of the PHC to Bohd

for the third Sme: now; Or. Fedenco Maubay
of Malacafiang for also bringing to Bohaol the
ipgest aye and ofher sumenes totaing over
17,000 10 date and for fraining local physk
s i become sxpers in their own filds
through training under The Philippine Acad-
emy of Madical Specialists:

Peter Reichman who heads the
Vaceines for the Philippines, a founda-
tion of members of the Church of Jesus
Cheist for Latter-Day Saints, for donat-
ing medical equipment, supplies and
medicings from their headquarters in
Utah for Bohol, also conducting madi-
cal missions and Improving 'the physi-
cal facilities of some of the province's
flagship hospitals and Francisca
Baluyot, Presiden! and Chisf Operat-
ing Officer of the Philippine Gift of Lifs
for coordingting all such open-heart sur-
geries and medical missions.

T recelve special swards and cash
for Their outstanding honasty am (kminedo
Bok, & meyck: diver who rturmed 51,700
in cash leftir his vehide [o'its Aightiul owner,
and 17=year oid John Paul Bemakes, ight
boat carglaker, who also reflmed a wallet
hye found at the city fish porl conlening around
F0,000 in dolars, suns and pasos also to
it nghtful owner,







